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Popularly	 known	 as	 tamoatá,	 camboatá,	 camboge,	 caboja	 or	
caboge,	depending	on	the	region	where	they	are.	The	Hoplosternum	
littorale	is	a	species	of	the	family	Callichthyidae,	order	Siluriformes,	







species	 has	 some	 peculiarities,	 such	 as	 accessory	 breathing	 that	
makes	it	apt	to	live	in	oxygen-poor	marshy	areas	(HOSTACHE;	MOL,	
1998;	 BRAUNER	 et	 al.,	 1999).	 Generally	 associated	 to	 rivers	 and	
flooded	areas	(BURGESS	,	1989).	





year	 (LE	 BAIL	 et	 al.,	 2000).	 Used	 to	 be	 cultured	 commercially	 in	





having	 a	 small	 terminal	 mouth,	 projected	 forward,	 and	 a	 pair	 of	























the	 laboratory	and	placed	on	 the	 ice	 for	 later	 identification	of	 the	
species	(Figure	02),	and	the	samples	were	duly	labeled	and	placed	in	
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Figure	01.	Map	of	the	city	of	Juazeiro	do	Norte,	Ceará	-	Brazil,	highlighting	the	collection	spot.
Carás	River São	José	River
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Figure	02.	Specimen	of	H.	littorale	(male).	Scala	of	1.0	cm.
Table	01.	Relationship	of	weights	(g)	and	total	length	(cm)	of	 ish	collected	in	the	Carás	River	
basin	and	São	José	Creek.
